CHAPTER  VII

LIFE  IN   THE  CHATEAU

THE life of Montaigne during those years
when the essays of the first two books were grad-
ually forming themselves was by no means that
of a recluse. A new link of connection with the
great world was created in the early days of his
retirement, when, on October 18, 1571, he re-
ceived from Blois a letter in which Charles IX.
informed him that " for his virtues and merits" he
had been chosen and elected as one of the Knights
of the Order of St. Michael, and directed him
to repair to the Marquis de Trans in order that
he might receive from his hands the collar of the
order. He had in his earlier manhood desired
much to obtain this honour. It was then a mark
of rare distinction. When fortune brought it to
him, he says with a touch of irony, she was kinder
than he had hoped; instead of lifting him up out
of his place, she brought the coveted honour down
as low as his own shoulders, and even lower.
The collar had in truth been cheapened by the
efforts of the Guises to secure friends and fol-
lowers at little cost to themselves, and by the care-
less facility of Charles in his distribution of re-
wards. M. Courbet has conjectured that Gas-
204other com-
